Christmas Eve Run 2010 - The Coalition Run
People could not decide democratically which should take precedence, a celebration of Christmas Eve or a celebration of Running.  Therefore a coalition is to be formed and called the Christmas Eve Run.  
It will meet every year and decide how to change the World for the better.  This will be done by running across the countryside until a suitable chamber for consultation has been found.  It has been shown that after such meetings there hasn’t been a problem that is unable to be solved.  The solutions are so obvious that it is a wonder nobody hasn’t thought of them before. The trouble is, no-one remembers what they were the next day!  At the very least, if people say before the meeting that the policy is to have a few beers and a good time, that is exactly what will happen   -  unlike other coalitions!
The Wheatsheaf at Dry Doddington is our consultation chamber of choice for this, the 26th Christmas Eve run.  It is next to a church whose spire leans over substantially.  As has been noted before, something often happens to the pub or the environment after there has been a visitation on Christmas Eve of GAC.   Last year, I believe, the landlord did a runner soon after. We just hope they didn’t try to pin it on us for giving him the idea !  Anyway, what can possibly happen to a pub next to a church whose spire looks as if it’s going to fall any minute?
The name Dry Doddington has been given to the village to distinguish it from other Doddingtons that is :  Wet Doddington,   Slightly Moist Doddington and Windy With Occasional Showers Doddington.  We hope that the ‘Dry’ bit only refers to the state of the weather and not to the contents of the pub.   Unwatered fields we can cope with, a pub with no beer we cannot.

That brings us to the ‘Doddington’ part of the name.  This is derived from the estate of a man called ‘Dodda’.  He, of course, must have been a predecessor of Doddy.  Apparently most of the tribe left for Knotty Ash in the very early days.  They left behind many little men who dress in tall hats, baggy shorts and stripy stockings.  You can usually see them on market day shouting out their wares from their stalls- like:
“What a beautiful day for sticking a cucumber through the town hall letter box and shouting ‘Look out the martians are coming’  “  

or
“What a beautiful day for having fun and frolics, running across muddy fields to a country pub.  - Have you ever had fun and frolics in a muddy field missus?”

This is the time of celebration.  As Doddy himself said:  laughter is a noise that comes from a hole in your face, anywhere else and you are in dead trouble.   
As has been noted - on emerging from the pub, if the spire of the church appears to be straight, it is time to go home.  If on the other hand it is leaning even more, run like hell!

Runners are asked not to brandish their tickling sticks on entering the pub as it frightens the barmaids.
Here is a possible  menu.   Another one probably more suitable for sweaty runners will follow.....
Minister Casserole

Two Prime chunks of meat from cultured backgrounds, conservatively chosen and liberally sprinkled with broken promises.

Royal Game Bird

Well bred bird from good country stock, legs particularly tasty but does not come into season for a few months.

Banker’s Stew

A blend of various meats which require topping up with expensive ingredients.  It needs continuous care and when left to cook on its own has been known to top itself up.  
The consultation will start from Ian’s house in Barrowby - ask anyone in club where it is if you want to come. 

Tel: 
 01476 573282

Email:  ian.fisher@virgin.net 

If you want to be part of this and run to the consultation room - Wheatsheaf at Dry Doddington please arrive at 37 Hurst Crescent at about 9.30.  There will be some refreshment available.
Bring a change of dry clothes with towel, in a bag suitable for donning after a quick change in the toilets of the pub.  The bags will be at the pub on arrival.
The knowledge of how many are coming and what each is having is important to us and the pub.  We will tell them this a few days before.  It speeds up service and helps us all.

The money will be collected on the day, so bring a purse with you.

So, when the final menu is published PLEASE let Ian know what you wish to eat. 
Watch this space......

