The Christmas Eve Run 2008

24/24

Yes, the Christmas Eve Run will have been held for 24 years this year, for one year only and we are running on the 24th as well.  What a coincidence that is!

Also, there are 24 hours in the day ! ....Incredible

If you divide the number of American presidents there have been, by 11, then multiply the answer by six you get 24  !  ......Fantastic!

Halve the number of cards in a pack then subtract 2 you get 24 !..... Amazing !

And multiply the number of pubs in Skillington by the days of the week, then add 10, what do you get? ...24 ....Unbelievable !

Life is full of coincidences.

And it just happens to be that Skillington is to where the venture is this year.

An ancient Skillingtonian rhyme gives the game away as to which pub we are going

Beer is brown

Horses are blue

A  Skillington pub

Is waiting for you

An Ode to Christmas Eve Runs

Twenty four years of running through mud

over frost covered field and footpaths that should

only be trodden by wandering beasts

not runners, to earn their Christmas Eve feasts

For these hardy souls are out on a mission

each Christmas Eve morning to pubs of tradition

which have to be found in a Lincolnshire village

where Saxons once settled and Vikings once pillaged

And when they all finally arrive at their goal

like wild beasts finding a watering hole,

there’s a  welcome assured and their needs are all met

though their lycra is tatty and covered in sweat

With a quick change of clothes a meal has been earned

to try and replace all those calories burned

for those that arrive deserve something to eat

and a fire is needed to warm up the feet

And always a treat from this Christmas Eve fixture

is the tasting of hops in a barley malt mixture

not the cold, fizzy, kegged stuff whose flavour is masked

but the taste of tradition that’s fresh from the cask

When all said and done and darkness descends

as all goodly things must come to an end

the last dregs are drained from glasses of beer

and plans are afoot to repeat it next year

Meeting will be Grace Plant’s place 

18 Dalygate

Great Ponton 

at about  9.45 on about Christmas Eve

Please arrive with bag of change of clothes.  The bags will be transported ahead to the pub to which we will be running.  They will be there waiting on arrival.

The Blue Horse, Skillington

Please let Ian Fisher know (tel: 01476 573282,  ian.fisher@virgin.net) if you are going for a meal   as soon as possible  so we can inform the pub of exact numbers,.

We may get about 24 folks there

