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The Houblon Arms was Prince Charles local when he was something to do with some military thing or other in  the area.  

It has been renamed  after the dignitary Sir John Houblon.  In fact the original name was The Red Lion.  We suppose that there must have been a Sir John Redlion after whom the original pub was named.  Rumour has it that he must have disappeared to Africa to catch monkeys and was never seen again.  

One such monkey was said to have started a new game called ‘child flinging’.  Unfortunately for the monkey and for the only child known to have participated in the game, it never caught on.  It is still thought of as an art form in the area and as soon as another child volunteers to have a go it will resume.  This is further hampered by the fact that traditionally the child must be below the age of speaking.   Until a volunteer is found, the local Oasbean tribe practice on monkeys. 

And so,  the sorry tale of the monkey begins.  Although the Houblon Arms and the surrounding areas are infested with them, they are very hard to catch.  However, the Oasbeans wish to practice on as many monkeys as possible.  They regularly use a stuffed baboon each baboon night to fling over the pub (see website above)  but would much rather use real ones.  It befalls the Grantham runners to round up as many monkeys as possible so this ancient game may continue.   

It is our duty to scour the surrounding countryside between Grantham and Oasby and capture or report any sitings of these beasts to the local pub.   It is always best to sneak up on the creatures unawares.  So, if you have a spare gorilla suit please wear it.  Of course if you are incredibly hairy you will not need one.  It may be best to adopt a way of running whereby your knuckles trail on the ground.   It is noticeable that to some runners this is not a problem.

You are advised to wrap up in a suitable costume of the hunter and join the safari as it makes its way silently across the Lincolnshire savannah.  Pith helmets are optional.  The donning of the pith helmet has been passed down to future generations to described such excursions.

i.e. ‘getting pithed’.

If you are in doubt as to what type of monkey to look for here is a breakdown of the typical ones seen near Grantham.
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· Appears each Saturday ambling down the centre of the road shouting its mating calls to the female of the species.  Their directions of travel are very erratic and often they regurgitate food.

[image: image4.wmf]The Blue Bottom Politician Monkey

· This has peculiar laugh and is rarely seen.  The most recent activity is a change of colour from blue to red, of the area from where it talks .  This may be explained  through global warming, or an animal need  to join a more successful group.

[image: image5.wmf]The Retiring Monkey

· This has a very contented air about it, especially between the hours of 9 to 5.  Although it will eat almost anything,  their liquid intake must be supplemented with hops to keep its hair, or what’s left of it, with as glossy a sheen as its eyes.
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The Tartan Monkey

· A migratory beast whose peculiarity is that it is utterings are very rarely understood  by any other species.
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· A very common type and the males of rival groups often gather in packs chattering uncontrollably.  The all red ones are undoubtably the most successful.
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The Copper Monkey

· Distinguished by its domed head and slow pace.  It often acts as intermediary between disputes of other types, especially after darkness.  It has a distinctive “ElloElloEllo” cry and big feet.
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The HRH Monkey

· The rarest and one no longer seen in the area.  It had been known to lurk in  Houblon Arms itself.  It is a strange beast and has a unexplained attraction for old ladies and horses.

This year’s completely useless facts :

1. ‘Houblon’ is the Flemish word for the ‘Hop Asparagus’  which is the most expensive vegetable in the world.

2. “The Houblon Arms Oasby” is an anagram of  “Ms. HRH, you stale baboon”, which I think has a hidden message somewhere but I’m not sure what it is.

Those brave hunters who are ready for the safari should gather at the base camp which could be at Bwana Fisher’s house in Barrowby,   9.45 on Christmas Eve.   

This means a long trek through the jungle surrounding Grantham.  Any other camps nearer the South that would be a more suitable starting point for the journey would be welcome.  Please communicate any offers by bush telegraph,  carrier pigeon, fleet-footed servant or email.

Tel:     01476 573282

Email: ian.fisher@virgin.net
The menu is enclosed, please let the servants know your choices or any changes required as soon as possible.
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